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nary outburst of revanche feeling among the people. He
believed, nevertheless, that it was artificially stimulated,
and that at bottom the French people really did not want
la guerre sainte, however much they might talk about it in
the newspapers and public meetings. The republicans in
the provinces, in contrast to Paris, were decidedly peaceful,
and Boulanger was not nearly so dangerous as people be-
lieved. He could hardly establish a dictatorship on account
of the jealousy of other generals and of the solidity of re-
publican feeling. Whatever the masses thought, the French
Government really wanted peace, because they were afraid
of Germany. Financially also France was too poor to wage
war, and military service was unpopular. The Ambassador
was so convinced that there was no real danger of a Bou-
langist coup d'etat or an attack upon Germany, that he took
the unusual step of writing his views in a personal letter to
Emperor William I.
Bismarck, however, was not at all convinced of the ac-
curacy of Munster's diagnosis of the French situation. He
covered Munster's reports with question marks and doubts,
He scolded him for writing a letter direct to the Emperor,
which Munster thereupon agreed should not be delivered
Bismarck's distrust of France rested partly on his knowl-
edge of French history and of the events of the Second
Empire when Napoleon III had talked peace and yet had
entered upon one war after another. It arose also from his
futile efforts to come to a better understanding with France
during the half dozen years before the rise of Boulanger
Still another reason for his distrust of the French were the
rumors in September, 1886, that Russian agents in Paris
had been putting out feelers toward a Franco-Russian alli-
ance*70 He instantly made inquiries at St. Petersburg tc
learn if the rumors had any foundation. In the negotia-
tions a little later for the Re-insurance Treaty with Russia

